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Learning from Trees at Premier Charter School

When children plant trees they often grow up to tell the story of the tree they nurtured and its growth. 

This experience of planting trees  creates a deep connection with nature from an early age. Premier 

Charter School in South St. Louis has had a unique opportunity to connect families to nature through 

tree planting events. The school wanted to increase the amount of shade near the Early Childhood 

Center and tackle the need for storm water retention on the large campus. Recognizing the value trees 

could bring, they partnered with Forest ReLeaf to build a hands-on tree planting experience for their 

students and families. 

These plantings were led by one of the school parents, Adam Graham, and made possible through the 

school community.  Parents, teachers, and students have planted a combination of 80 oaks, sycamores, 

bald cypress, and redbuds over the past two years. As part of the process, students learned about the 

types of trees they were planting, the benefits trees provide, and how to care for the trees once planted. 

They also named the trees and painted rock name tags that they placed near the trees. These artifacts 

will reinforce the stories they are building and will share in the future.

Every project comes with challenges. In this case, ongoing watering has proven to be the biggest 

challenge. To ensure the trees are stewarded for the long term, the parents created watering sign-up 

sheets. With the support of the community and the school’s beautification committee, the trees have had 

a healthy survival rate. This early, hands-on science experience not only connects kids and their families 

to nature, but encourages a sense of ownership and respect for the trees around them.




