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Forest ReLeaf Branches Out to Street Trees

Street trees are often background players in our lives. We might not think about them other than to
park in the shade or admire their fall color. They are, however, a very unique shared community asset
that only some benefit from. In North St. Louis City, many residential streets are lined with overgrown
weeds and debris or empty tree wells in the midst of broken concrete. In aims to bring some shade and
greenery to the area, City Forestry created a street tree planting initiative. When St. Louis City Forestry
asked us to partner in the planting of 3,200 trees, our team was eager to make these street trees a
reality. Areas that were previously bare of greenery now have young native Missouri trees growing and
being tended to by both City Forestry and Forest ReLeaf of Missouri.

Getting trees in the ground is just the start of this collaboration. City Forestry needed help with both
establishment and long-term stewardship. In the first year of partnership our stewardship team planted
1600 trees between Oct 2024 and April 2025. 1,443 of these trees are street trees and 119 were planted
in parks. The second round of planting will start in November 2025.

Stewardship will include watering, mulching, pruning, and monitoring health through all seasons
and all kinds of weather. The Forest RelLeaf Stewardship Team will water these street trees weekly and
mulch them once a year. After the first two years, Forest ReLeaf will provide three years of pruning and
monitoring of the 500 trees. The remaining 2,500 trees will be supported by city contracted stewardship

teams.

Disaster Strikes: In May 2025, the area in North Saint Louis City, where most of the street plantings are
taking place, was hit by an EF 3 tornado. Not only was local infrastructure destroyed, but the old, large,
shade producing trees were also severely damaged. These fallen trees caused both physical and

emotional damage on their way down.

In the midst of the damage and fallen trees it felt like a sign of hope to see the newly planting baby
trees still in place and growing despite the storm. These trees will take years to reach their fully mature
form, and they will continue growing to provide a healthy canopy and shade in a space that recently and
unexpectedly lost the little shade it had. These trees are at the beginning of their growth cycle and will



grow along with the neighborhoods as they recover. These unfortunate circumstances make the silver

lining of this replanting even more meaningful as we try to reforest all of Missouri.

Tree planting is projected to continue with the second half of the 3,200 trees going in this fall.
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