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“We made history today.”

-Yong Soo Kim, Ujima Farm Supervisor

A Partnership that Bears Fruit

At the end of the year, Forest RelLeaf’s Nursery had a surplus of serviceberries. Our team immediately
thought of Ujima Farms. In early April we planted the 12 serviceberries, which now line the street
surrounding the farm. These serviceberries will be stewarded by Nick Speed and Yong Soo Kim, the farm
supervisor. They will grow to provide shade, beauty and improved air quality. Serviceberries also
produce a small, deep purple, and delectably sweet berry, which gives the tree its name and provides a

delicious snack for humans and urban wildlife alike!

Ujima Farms is a St. Louis non-profit that focuses on food justice, youth empowerment, and
environmental stewardship. Led by Nick Speed and located in the Fairground Park neighborhood of
North Saint Louis, Ujima Farms aims to fight food insecurity and empower the community through
farming. Produce grown at Ujima farm is donated to nearby families that are in need of food aid. Ujima

also hosts teen mental health first aid training and outdoor education experiences for local youth.

Both Ujima Farms and Forest ReLeaf aim to strengthen the St. Louis community through the power of
nature and stewardship. Recent partnerships between the two organizations resulted in 38 native trees
being planted at Ujima, where they will provide environmental benefits and become tools for outdoor
education. We both recognize that the trees that we choose to plant, and steward can change the

history of a landscape, and a community.

When we plant a tree, we are hoping to change the future. Every tree that you've sat under has had

a long history, for it to survive that included some human stewardship. At Forest Releaf, our stewardship



team changes the future of the city landscape every week as they plant, water, prune and generally
steward trees across St. Louis. Similarly, Ujima's transformation of the future George Washington Carver
Farms from vacant lot to urban agriculture rewrites the blocks history from vacancy to fresh food,

healing, and justice.

A month later we were back at Ujima Farms planting more trees, but this time through our
Treesilience program. Ujima resides in the heart of our focus area for Treesilience, and has plenty of land
to plant more trees. Through Treesilience 26 more trees have been planted on the farm, including

hazelnut, elderberry and plum, which will be stewarded by the Ujima team.
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